
DDeeaarr MMoottoorr MMeeddiiccss,,

II hhaavvee aa 11999933 FFoorrdd FF225500 wwiitthh aa 55 ssppeeeedd ttrraannss--

mmiissssiioonn aanndd 44 wwhheeeell ddrriivvee.. WWhhiillee ddrriivviinngg ttooddaayy II

ccaammee ttoo aa ssttoopp ssiiggnn aanndd wwhheenn II ttrriieedd ttoo ttaakkee ooffff

aaggaaiinn II ccoouulldd nnoott ggeett tthhee ttrruucckk iinnttoo ggeeaarr.. II ttrriieedd

sshhuuttttiinngg tthhee eennggiinnee ooffff aanndd aafftteerr ppllaayyiinngg wwiitthh tthhee

44xx44 II wwaass aabbllee ttoo ggeett tthhee ttrruucckk ttoo mmoovvee aaggaaiinn.. IItt

iinnddiiccaatteess II aamm iinn 22wwdd hhiigghh rraannggee bbuutt wwhheenn II aamm iinn

oovveerrddrriivvee iitt ffeeeellss lliikkee sseeccoonndd ggeeaarr.. II hhaavvee cchheecckkeedd

tthhee lliinnkkaaggeess oonn tthhee ttrraannssffeerr ccaassee aanndd iitt llooookkss ookk..

TThhiiss ttrruucckk iiss aa ddaaiillyy ddrriivveerr aanndd ddooeess nnoott sseeee mmuucchh

ttoowwiinngg.. AAnnyy hheellppffuull aaddvviiccee yyoouu ccoouulldd ggiivvee mmee

wwoouulldd bbee ggrreeaattllyy aapppprreecciiaatteedd.. TThhaannkkss gguuyyss,, lloovvee

tthhee UUnnddeerr tthhee HHoooodd SShhooww.. 

BBrraadd,, lliisstteenniinngg oonn KKEELLOO iinn SSiioouuxx FFaallllss..

Brad, thank you for listening to Under The Hood. 

It sounds like you have a transfer case that has

failed. Inside of the case there are shift forks that

move the gears into the correct positions needed

to move the vehicle. In some cases the forks will

wear out and fall off in the case which will do

exactly what you described. The forks were likely

wedged in a position that allowed the case to go

into low range but not return. To repair the case it

will need to come out. You could opt to have it

rebuilt or you might decide to go a cheaper route

and buy a guaranteed unit from a recycling yard.

Thank you for the Email, take care, Russ.

DDeeaarr MMoottoorr MMeeddiiccss,,

II hhaavvee aa 11999933 PPoonnttiiaacc GGrraanndd AAmm GGTT wwiitthh aa VV--66

EEnnggiinnee aanndd II aamm hhaavviinngg aa pprroobblleemm wwiitthh mmyy ttuurrnn

ssiiggnnaallss.. TThhee ootthheerr ddaayy tthheeyy jjuusstt ssttooppppeedd bblliinnkkiinngg..

TThhee 44--wwaayy EEmmeerrggeennccyy FFllaasshheerrss wwoorrkk ffiinnee aanndd tthhee

ffrroonntt aanndd rreeaarr ssiiggnnaall lliigghhttss ccoommee oonn wwhheenn tthhee

sswwiittcchh iiss aaccttiivvaatteedd bbuutt tthheeyy ddoonn’’tt bblliinnkk.. II hhaavvee

rreeppllaacceedd tthhee ffllaasshheerr wwiitthh aa kknnoowwnn ggoooodd ffllaasshheerr

bbuutt tthheeyy ssttiillll ddoonn’’tt wwoorrkk.. TThhee MMuullttiiffuunnccttiioonn sswwiittcchh

sseeeemmss ttoo bbee ffiinnee bbeeccaauussee tthhee lliigghhttss ccoommee oonn aanndd

tthhee ccrruuiissee aanndd eevveerryytthhiinngg eellssee wwoorrkkss ookk.. AAnnyy iiddeeaass

yyoouu ccoouulldd ggiivvee mmee wwoouulldd bbee hheellppffuull.. TThhaannkkss gguuyyss,,

lloovvee tthhee sshhooww oonn TThhuurrssddaayyss aanndd SSuunnddaayyss oonn

KKEELLOO..

DDuuaannee iinn SSiioouuxx FFaallllss

Duane, thank you for listening to Under The Hood

and thank you for the email.

This problem should be easy to repair. You said

both the front and the rear signal lights come on

but don’t blink so that tells me the switch is good

and that you are getting power from the fuse all

the way to the lights. The lights blink by the flash-

er taking away power from the circuit when the

load is sufficient. You said that the flasher was

replaced with a known good unit but…was the

replacement flasher from an identical car with the

same number of lights having the same wattage?

Flashers are rated by watts so if you put in a flash-

er from a 2 light system it may not work. In the

same token if the car has two of four bulbs burnt

out in the rear it may not flash. If you have ever

connected a trailer to a vehicle and seen the lights

flash real fast it is due to this same issue but

reversed. Double check the flasher rating and

check all the bulbs to make sure they are correct

and you should find the problem. 

Thank you for the email, take care, Russ.

Advice given by the Motor Medics is for use as a

guide to repair. Always check with your favorite

repair shop for verification. The motor medics have

been operating a repair shop and answering ques-

tions on the air for 19 years. Russ is an ASE Master

Certified Technician with extensive dealer and after-

market training. Shannon is an ASE Certified Parts

Specialist with more than 30 years in the automo-

tive world. You can ask a question of The Motor

Medics by going to help@underthehoodshow.com

we will answer your question on line and you may

see it appear in this publication. The Under The

Hood Show can be heard each week on local sta-

tions with coverage reaching 7 states and on

www.underthehoodshow.com. Go to

Underthehoodshow.com to find one near you.
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