
DDeeaarr  MMoottoorr  MMeeddiiccss

II  hhaavvee  TTiirree  pprreessssuurree  mmoonniittoorr  oonn  mmyy  22000088

JJeeeepp  WWrraanngglleerr  aanndd  wwhheenn  II  ppuutt  oonn  nneeww  ttiirreess

tthheeyy  cchhaarrggeedd  mmee  $$77  aa  ttiirree  ttoo  rreesseett  tthhee  sseenn--

ssoorrss..  WWhheenn  II  ttooookk  iitt  bbaacckk  ffoorr  ttiirree  RRoottaattiioonn  tthheeyy

wwaanntteedd  ttoo  cchhaarrggee  mmee  aaggaaiinn  ttoo  ddoo  tthhee  ssaammee..

IIss  iitt  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  rreesseett  tthheemm  eeaacchh  ttiimmee  aa  ttiirree

iiss  mmoovveedd??    IItt’’ss  aa  ggrreeaatt  ffeeaattuurree  ffoorr  aa  RRuurraall  MMaaiill

MMaann  aanndd  hhaass  rreeaallllyy  hheellppeedd  mmee  pprroolloonngg  tthhee

lliiffee  ooff  mmyy  ttiirreess,,  bbuutt  II  tthhiinnkk  tthhaatt  tthhee  bbiigg  bbooxx

ssttoorree  iiss  ggiivviinngg  mmee  aa  rriiddee..    TThhaannkkss,,  JJooeell

Thank you for the question Joel. 

All vehicles built after August of 2008 are

now required to have pressure monitors on

all of the tires. The positive side of the sen-

sors is the ability to save yourself a flat tire

and give you added safety that comes from

not driving on low tires. The negative is that

they have to be reset each time a tire is

moved to a new location. Some vehicles can

be reset by the owner and that information

can be found in the owner’s manual. For the

vehicles that can’t be reset, a special tool is

needed and some shops charge for this. Like

many shops we have chosen not to charge for

this service. Shop around and you’ll find one. 

Thank you for the Email.

DDeeaarr  MMoottoorr  MMeeddiiccss

WWee  hhaavvee  aa  22000066  DDooddggee  GGrraanndd  CCaarraavvaann  tthhaatt

hhaass  aa  bbrraakkee  pprroobblleemm..  WWhheenn  ppaarrkkeedd  oovveerrnniigghhtt

tthhee  rreeaarr  bbrraakkeess  wwiillll  lloocckk  uupp  aatt  ppaarrkkiinngg  lloott

ssppeeeeddss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ffeeww  ssttooppss  tthhee  nneexxtt

mmoorrnniinngg..  IIff  yyoouu  ggeett  uupp  ttoo  5500  mmiilleess  ppeerr  hhoouurr  oorr

ssoo  aanndd  ssttoopp  hhaarrddeerr  iitt  wwiillll  nnoott  ooccccuurr  aanndd  wwiillll  bbee

ffiinnee  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthhee  ddaayy..  TThhiiss  pprroobblleemm  sseeeemmss

ttoo  bbee  wwoorrssee  wwhheenn  iitt  iiss  ccoolldd  aanndd  ddaammpp  oouuttssiiddee..

WWee  hhaavvee  ttaakkeenn  tthhee  vvaann  iinn  sseevveerraall  ttiimmeess  aanndd

tthheeyy  tteellll  uuss  tthheerree  iiss  nnootthhiinngg  wwrroonngg  bbuutt  iitt  iiss

aallwwaayyss  wwoorrkkiinngg  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ttrryy  iitt..  WWhhaatt  ccoouulldd

ccaauussee  tthhiiss  aanndd  iiss  iitt  ssaaffee  ttoo  ddrriivvee  oonnccee  iitt  ssttaarrttss

wwoorrkkiinngg??

Thank you for the question.

This is a common problem on heavier vehi-

cles with rear drum brakes. The brake linings

wear and leave dust in the bottom of the

drums. This dust will attract moisture and

acts like a door stop when you brake the first

few times of the day. Once you have stopped

a couple of times the dust is heated to the

point that it loses all moisture and no longer

will bind the drum. To repair this problem you

will need to remove the drum and clean out

the dust. The older the brake shoes are the

faster they will leave dust meaning more fre-

quent cleanings. Usually once a year clean-

ings will keep this problem at bay but on a

dusty dirt road it may need to be done more

often.

Thank you for the email.

Advice given by the Motor Medics is for use as a

guide to repair. Always check with your favorite

repair shop for verification. The motor medics

have been operating a repair shop and answer-

ing questions on the air for 19 years. Russ is an

ASE Master Certified Technician with extensive

dealer and aftermarket training. Shannon is an

ASE Certified Parts Specialist with more than

30 years in the automotive world. You can ask

a question of The Motor Medics by going to

help@underthehoodshow.com we will answer

your question on line and you may see it

appear in this publication. The Under The

Hood Show can be heard each week on local

stations with coverage reaching 7 states and

on www.underthehoodshow.com. Go to

Underthehoodshow.com to find one near you.
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